John Donne Questions

1. Define metaphysical poetry.

2. Define metaphysical conceit.

Song    p. 245


By John Donne

3. Define hyperbole.

4. What are the 7 examples of hyperbole in stanza 1?

5. What is the hyperbole in line 12?

6. In stanza 2, what is the speaker saying about women?

7. Summarize the 3rd stanza.

8. What purpose does Donne have in using hyperbole?

9. What is the speaker’s tone?

A Valediction:  Forbidding Mourning   p. 424 - 425

By John Donne

10. What is the valediction in the poem?

11. In stanza 2, why does the speaker consider silence the most fitting way for him and his wife to separate?

12. Paraphrase the simile in lines 1 – 8?

13. In line 17, what kind of love does the word “refined” suggest?

14. In stanza 6, what image does Donne use to express the separation of the lovers’ souls?

15. Explain the metaphysical conceit in stanza 7.

16. In stanza 4 and 5, the speaker tells his wife that their love is different from that of other couples.  What difference does he see, and how does he express it?

17. Explain the conceit Donne uses in lines 25 – 36.

18. What does the conceit in lines 25 – 36 suggest about the nature of love?

Meditation 17   p. 429-430 

By John Donne

19. Bells usually toll at funerals.  Explain why the bell tolls for everyone.

20. Explain the metaphor comparing humanity to a book.

21. What does the metaphor “no man is an island” mean?

22. Why does the speaker feel that affliction is a treasure?  In what ways is tribulation like money?

23. Explain the main ideas in the meditation.

Death Be Not Proud   p. 253


By John Donne

24. Lines 1 and 2 contain an apostrophe (a direct address to an absent or dead person or to an abstract quality).  What is the poem addressing?

25. In lines 3 – 4, why do the people whom Death thinks it kills not die?

26. In line 5, how are rest and sleep the “pictures” of Death?

27. What evidence does the speaker give to prove that Death is not as mighty as it might have thought?

28. According to the poem, why shouldn’t Death be proud?

29. Explain the paradox in the poem.

30. What is the speaker’s tone toward Death?

31. Lines 13 and 14 summarize the paradox.  Summarize it in your own words.

32. What is the metaphysical conceit in this poem?

